
Talinum humile PINOS ALTOS FLAME FLOWER

Portulacacea (Portulaca/Purslane Family)

Phenology:  flowering mid-July to mid-August.

Management Responsibility:  private.

Synonyms:  Talinum greenmanii Harshb.

Similar Species:  T. humile leaves are without obvious petioles, in 

contrast to T. marginatum. 

References:  Corral-Diaz, 1990.  Neal, 1987.  NMNPPAC, 1984.

Dwarf perennial herb with round succulent leaves 
and a tuberous root, rarely > 5 cm in height

leaves, which appear 
almost as a rosette, 
are without obvious 
petioles; 1.5 mm to 5 
mm in diameter and 10 
cm long

inflorescence 
is shorter than 
the height of the 
leaves

flowering stalks 
form loosely 
spaced relatively 
flat-topped clusters 
that are smaller 
than the leaves

Petals are 
yellow, about 
5 mm long 
and oval to 
obovate

Seed capsules are 4.5-6 mm 
long, oval to nearly round in 
shape, but may have a slightly 
triangular shape

Seeds are ringed with 
ridges and are about 1.5 
mm in length



Habitat:  restricted to shallow, 

coarse, rhyolitic soil terraces 

overlying bedrock, where it is free 
from competitive interactions with 

other perennial plants at 4,000-
5,000 ft (1220-1525 m) elevation.

Range:  known only from four 

isolated locations in Canelo Hills, 

southeastern Arizona, and Piños 
Altos, southwestern New Mexico, 

and several localities in Durango, 
Chihuahua and D.F., Mexico.
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