
Senecio quaerens GILA GROUNDSEL

Asteraceae (Sunflower Family)

Phenology:  main flowering May to June, but may bloom into August; 
presumably seeds mature and are dispersed in June, July or early fall.

Management Responsibility: USFS (Apache-Sitgreaves NF).

Synonym:  Packera quaerens (Greene) W.A. Weher and Á. Löve

References:  AGFD, 1997x.  Bainbridge and Warren, 1992c.  Bellsey et 
al, 1996.

Herbaceous 
perennial

glabrous, light 
tomentum on 
petioles

stems erect 
30-60 cm 
tall from a 
short fibrous 
caudex

leaves mostly basal, 
broadly rounded at 
the apex, 3.5-8 cm 
long and 1.5-4 cm 
wide; the petiole 
usually twice as long 
as blade

crenulate 
leaf margins; 
upper leaves 
reduced, 
sometimes 
petiolate and 
sublyrate

3-9(12) heads or flat 
topped cluster of 
flowers

phyllaries about 
20, from 5-8 mm 
long, ray florets 
(8-13) about 10 
mm long 

achenes 
glabrous



Habitat:  high 
elevation riparian 

spruce fir and 
ponderosa pine 
forests; usually 

among shrubby or 
grassy hummocks in 

partial shade of forest 
over-story (half to full 

shade); also known 
from logged areas, 

7,500-9,200 ft (2285-
2800 m) elevation.

Range:  White Mountains; also found 
in adjacent New Mexico.
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