
Coursetia glabella (NO COMMON NAME)

Fabaceae (Pea Family)

Phenology:  flowers from July to mid-September, the fruit can persist 
through October.

Management Responsibility:  USFS (Coronado NF), DoD-US Army (Ft. 
Huachuca).

Synonyms:  Cracca edwardsii var. glabella (A. Gray), Benthamantha 

grayi var. glabella (A. Gray) Britton & Baker

Similar Species:  can be confused with C. caribaea var. sericea which is 
woody, has an erect habit, leaves with 13 or fewer leaflets and whitish to 
pink flowers.

Notes:  only herbaceous Coursetia in America.  Look for tannin deposits 
in the veins on the underside of the leaflets.

Reference:  Lavin, 1988.

Herbaceous perennial

stems prostrate to 

decumbent, up to 4 dm

leaves 3.0-7.5 cm 

long with 13-21 

leaflets that are 
5-15 mm long

purplish tannin deposits 

along the veins of the 

lower leaflet surface

corolla banner yellowish, 

suffused with red only along 

the midrib of the banner; 

villous ovary



Habitat:  dry, 
partially shaded 

slopes in Madrean 
oak woodland, 

oak-juniper and 
pine-oak forest 
at elevations of 
5,000-7,200 ft 

(1700-2200 m).

Range:  Patagonia Mountains, Canelo 
Hills, and Huachuca Mountains.
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