SANTA Cruz BeeHIVE CAcTuS Coryphantha recurvata

flowers greenish-yellow, 3-4

cm in diameter

Spherical cactus
with stems 10-25
cm tall, 8-15 cm in
diameter
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areole to stems solitary or
stem

forming clumps
up to 30 cm tall
and 30-90 cm in
diameter, up to 50
in number

central spine
curved downward,
15-20 radial spines

spines yellow aging
to gray, with red tips,
dense, almost hiding
the stem

Cactaceae (Cactus Family)

Phenology: flowers produced on stem apex in June and July.
Management Responsibility: USFS (Coronado NF).
Synonym: Mammillaria recurvata Engelm.

Notes: surveys conducted by Coronado NF in recent years have
expanded the numbers, but not significantly increased the known range of
the cactus.

Reference: Britton and Rose, 1963.



Coryphantha recurvata

Sue Rutman/FWS

Habitat: rocky
hillsides and/or rock
crevices. Found

in the valleys and
foothills of oak
woodlands and
desert grasslands,
3,500-5,500 ft (1065-
1680 m) elevation.

Range: Tumacacori, Pajarito and
Atascosa mountains (Santa Cruz
County), Sonora, Mexico.
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