PAINTED DESERT MILKVETCH Astragalus sophoroides

Low, loosely tufted, shortly caulescent perennial

flowers 5-10 mm long, ‘
reddish lilac \ 5( V’

leaves 3-8 cm long, with
7 to 13 narrowly oblong to
elliptic silvery-sericeous
leaflets; racemes 7 to 17
flowered

pods oblong-
ellipsoid, erect or
nearly so, 6-8 mm
long and 3-4 mm

in diameter; ovules
4-6, seeds brown,
smooth, and lustrous

stem 3-20 cm tall, erect or
decumbent ascending

Fabaceae (Pea Family)

Phenology: flowering May to June.
Management Responsibility: Navajo Nation.

Similar Species: differs from A. flavus var. candicans by the slightly
accrescent calyx, withering but persistent petals, and fewer ovules.

Reference: Barneby, 1964.
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Habitat: commonly
on red Moenkopi
Sandstone, sandy
flats and knolls,
ledges and in sandy
pockets of dry cliffs
and desert washes;
forming colonies,
but very local. Great
Basin desertscrub
community, 4,200 to
5,000 ft (1280-
1525 m) elevation.

Range: known only between
¢ Cameron and The Gap.

NNHP



