
Metastelma mexicanum

 

WIGGINS MILKWEED VINE

Asclepiadaceae (Milkweed Family)

Phenology:  flowers in July through September, possibly October.

Management Responsibility:  USFS (Coronado NF), BLM (Tucson Field 
Office), AZ State Land Dept.

Synonyms:  Cynanchum wigginsii Shinners, Basistelma angustifolium 
(Torrey) Bartlett.

References:  Fishbein and Levin, 1997.  Phillips, A.M. et al, 1982i1.  
Sundell, 1994.

Herbaceous woody 

based perennial vine

opposite 

linear leaves 

1.5-5 cm long, 

margins more 

or less revolute, 

sparsely 

pubescent on 

the midvein 

above, glabrate 

below

petioles 

pubescent above, 

3-5mm long

inflorescence 

subsessile, 

umbelliform, 1 

cm across

flowers 3 mm long, calyx 3 mm long; 

corolla whitish, campanulate, tube 1 mm 

long, lobes ovate, tips recurved; crown 

segments distinct, 1.5 mm long; stigma 

head projected into a cylindrical beak; 

follicles 4-7 cm long



Habitat:  found 
growing on rocky 

slopes and canyons in 
oak woodlands. Plants 

often found growing 
underneath other 

shrubs and twining on 
grasses and shrubs 

in elevations ranging 
from 3,500-5,500 ft 

(1067-1676 m).

Range:  Atascosa, Pajarito, 
Patagonia, and Mule mountains; 
also found in Sonora, MX.

Metastelma mexicanum

M
ar

c 
B

ak
er

U
S
F
S


