
Echinomastus erectocentrus

 var. erectocentrus

NEEDLE-SPINED PINEAPPLE CACTUS

Cactaceae (Cactus Family)

Phenology:  blooms in April.

Management Responsibility: USFS (Coronado NF), BLM (Safford, 

Tucson Field Offices), AZ State Land Dept, private.

Synonym:  Neolloydia erectocentrus (J.M.Coulter) L.D. Benson

Reference:  Benson, 1982.

Stems solitary, ovoid or 

somewhat cylindroid, 1-15 

(37) cm long, 7.5-12 cm in 

diameter; ribs 15-21

indentations 

between tubercles 

sharp and 

narrow; tubercles 

mammillate, 6 mm 

long vertically

spines dense, 

obscuring 

surface of stems

central spines 1 

or 2, erect, dark 

tipped

radial spines 

11-15 aerole, 

1.2-1.5 cm in 

diameter

flowers are pink, 3.8-
4.4 cm in diameter



Habitat:  alluvial 
fans usually 

associated with 
limestone in upper 
desert grasslands, 

elevation ranges 
from 3,000 to 

4,300 ft (914-1310 
m).

Range:  southeastern Arizona to 
western Cochise County (Little 
Dragoon Mountains).
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