
INDIAN MALLOW

THURBER INDIAN MALLOW

Abutilon thurberi

Malvaceae (Mallow Family):

Erect or decumbent; 
perennial; suffrutescent or 
shrubby; less than 1 m tall

stems green

herbage sparsely 
pubescent with scattered 
stellate hairs and long (2-4 
mm), simple hairs

leaves broadly 
ovate, crenate or 
dentate, not or 
obscurely lobed, 
up to 6 cm long

ßowers solitary or 
paired in the axils or 
in leafy panicles

involucel none; calyx 
4-5 mm long; corolla 
usually orange or 
yellow, petals 4-6 mm 
long; styles 5

fruit sub-equal to calyx, 
truncate-cylindrical or ovoid, 
5-6 mm diameter, hispidulous; 
mericarps 5, arislate (the awns 
2 to 3 mm long); ovules 2 or 
more in each mericarp

seeds sparsely 
puberulent, 2-3 
mm long

Phenology:   flowering August to October.

Management Responsibility:   Tohono O’odham Nation.

Similar Species:   several members of the Genus Abutilon are sympatric 
with A. thurberi, but most have stellate hairs or very short (1-2 mm) simple 
hairs.  Two other species have long (2-4 mm), simple hairs:  A. parishii 
and A. mollicomum.  Both of these species have strongly discolorous 
leaves and their fruits have more than 5 mericarps.

References:   AGFD, 1992a. Fryxell, 1993 and 1988.  Kearney and 
Peebles, 1960.  



Range:   on the western slope 
of the Baboquivari Mountains; 
also found in northern Sonora, 
Mexico.

Habitat:   shaded areas of canyons at 
approximately 3,500 ft (1067 m) elevation.
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