NOVEMBER AT A GLANCE
DESERTSCRUB

•
In riparian areas, the leaves of deciduous trees like velvet ash (Fraxinus velutina), Frémont cottonwood (Populus fremontii) and Arizona sycamore (Platanus wrightii), will be turning golden and copper, and dropping. If a harder freeze hits, the leaves of desert trees may start dying and dropping.

•
Desert broom (Baccharis sarothroides) are releasing clouds of snowy seeds.

•
Branch-ends of mesquite trees in desertscrub and grasslands may brown up and die. Look for signs of the female mesquite twig girdler (Oncideres rhodiosticta), a small beetle that eats a deep channel through the bark, which cuts off the life-giving sap to the twig end. She then lays her eggs in the dead part (look for little slits), where they develop without getting drowned by sap.

•
Reptiles in all communities will hibernate, though you may see smaller ones darting around after a couple of warm days.

•
Large, dark gray mesquite buck moths (Hemileuca juno) are common fliers this month; the males may be seen in daytime, the females mostly at night.

•
Some desert mammals, like silky pocket mice and rock pocket mice, hibernate in burrows for the winter, though most small low-desert mammals remain active; look for signs of kangaroo rats, packrats, deer mice and grasshopper mice.

•
Larger mammals such as kit foxes, badgers, skunks and coyotes remain active throughout the cold season.

•
Male phainopeplas, beautiful black birds with elegant crests, arrive back from summering in the west or north; they perch conspicuously atop desert trees. The gray females follow soon.

•
Anna's hummingbirds are conspicuous now, establishing their winter territories. They are the most common hummers at backyard feeders. You will also see and hear the squeaky songs of this ubiquitous bird in up into the oak woodlands.

GRASSLANDS

•
California myotis, spotted and pallid bats will be returning to rock caves or crevasses to hibernate for the winter.

•
Harriers are very common on the Buenos Aires National Wildlife Refuge, near Sasabe, as well as Tucson's surrounding grasslands and fields.

•
Flocks of white-crowned sparrows may be seen in grasslands and desertscrub.

OAK WOODLANDS

•
Desert spoon (Dasylirion wheeleri) is dropping its seed from tall, delicate spikes.

•
In canyon bottoms, Arizona walnut trees (Juglans major) may be dropping their fruit.

•
Arizona sister butterflies have a fall hatch this month.

•
Female white-tailed deer are congregating in small groups; males are off by themselves gaining strength for the exhausting rut season of December and January.

PINE-OAK WOODLANDS

•
Abert's squirrels are building their stick nests high in the pine trees, padding them for the coming winter with warm grass.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

•
The first dusting of snow may fall this month.

•
Early in the month, small Terloot's white butterflies may be seen in the tops of pines. 

IN THE SKY

•
November is a good month for meteor showers: the Leonid peaks around the 14th, the Andromedid between the 17th and 27th, and the Orionid around the 19th.

•
Constellation hunters will find Pegasus directly overhead, and Cassiopeia paints an "M" in the northern sky. Orion is appearing over the eastern horizon in the late evening. Early in the month, look for Aquarius pouring his great water urn about 20 degrees southwest of Pegasus.

•
The Pleiades, an open star cluster containing around 3,000 stars—only seven of which are visible to the naked eye—is found northwest of Orion.

•
On dark nights away from city lights the Andromeda Galaxy is visible as a faint patch of light almost directly overhead. 

