FEBRUARY AT A GLANCE
DESERTSCRUB

•
Wildflowers begin blooming this month. (See Appendix I for Desert Plants Blooming Calendar.)

•
Sara orange-tip (Anthocharis sara) and Pima orange-tip (A. pima) butterflies herald the arrival of spring in the desert.

•
On warm days you might begin to see lizards basking in the sun.

•
Antelope ground squirrels bear five to nine young in underground nest chambers lined with hair and grass.

•
Some of the desert birds that begin mating and nesting this month are Gila woodpeckers, Costa's and Anna's hummingbirds, and great horned owls.

GRASSLANDS

•
Mearn's (Montezuma) quail begin their breeding season.

OAK WOODLANDS

•
Hardy wildflowers such as anemones ((Anemone spp.) will be among the first annuals to sprout and brave the still-cold nights.

•
Birds like canyon towhees, rufous-sided towhees and Bewick's wrens begin showing up as they follow the leading edge of spring creeping up the mountainsides.

PINE-OAK WOODLANDS

•
Temperatures are still cold and spring a bit farther down the road.

•
Along riparian corridors trees such as thinleaf alder (Aldus tenuifolia) and Arizona walnut (Juglans major) may begin to bloom before leafing out.

•
Animals such as gray squirrels and acorn woodpeckers are dipping deep into their caches of food while they wait for spring to bring more bounty.

CONIFEROUS FORESTS

•
Still freezing each night, a crust of snow covers much of the high country.

•
Now is a good time to look for signs of Abert's squirrels: tufts of pine needles shorn from larger twigs, peelings of bark, and the inner core of a twig, about four or five inches long, complete with teeth marks, strewn under ponderosa pine trees. And look high in the pines for the now-conspicuous winter nests made by the squirrels in the fall; when the vegetation used to build the nest was fresh, they were invisible, but now the pine boughs and other tree and shrub trimmings are dead and stand out in sharp contrast.

IN THE SKY

•
Sirius, the Dog Star of Canis Major, shines brightly in the south while Orion shows himself in the west.

See the chapter "Exploring the Nature of Pima County" for definitions and descriptions of communities.
